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It was great to see so many ladies at our January meeting – the fish and chips seemed to go  down well! 
Thank you to Marj for our Amazing Alphabet Quiz . As usual competition was fierce and the final scores were close.  
Congratulations to our winners  - aptly the team called “The Winners”! – Brenda, Laura, Bernie, Rita, Julia, Karen and Jill. 
VOTE! VOTE! VOTE! VOTE!
It`s February so it`s time to vote for this year`s resolution. This year`s shortlist is :
1. Save our water – every drop matters
2. Women to women – turning over a new leaf in the lives of women tea workers
3. Online gambling harm: time for action
4. Clean rivers for people and wildlife

Cast your vote at tonight`s meeting
Extra info on back page. 








 

FRIDAY WALKS
Join Tina  on the first Friday of each month for a local circular walk  to Eynsford  and back.
We`ll be meeting at the Village Hall at 9.30. a.m. and returning around 11 for breakfast or snack at the Church Cafe. 
It would be helpful if you could let us know at the monthly meeting if you`re likely to be there (so we can give  Vicki at Shand  Hall an idea of numbers) but it`s not essential. 
Enjoy a longer walk ? Don`t despair, Joan will still be leading a few `specials` later in the year with a pub meal or equivalent. 
Thank you to Joan and Tina 
[image: Easter Hat Parade Clipart - Hasbi]       Our April meeting will be egg-citing !
Wear your favourite hat  for  “Sally`s Hats” ,
our talk  (appropriately to be given by  Sally) about the basics of hat-making and other hat-related matters……
…..and it`s not too early to  start planning your entry for our
 “Easter Extravaganza “    competition.
You can enter as many categories as you wish :
“Crafty Easter”       “Arty Easter”    “Easter Bakes”
“ Blooming Easter “
There`s talk of lots of prizes and (lots of) hot cross buns!
NFWI and WK NEWS
· 27th March WK AGM Tunbridge Wells .
Thank you to Jane who has offered to be our delegate
· 25th May NFWI ACM Cardiff
· NFWI Voucher booklets will be included with February “WI Life” . 
Your WI Membership card is no longer with this but can be downloaded via “My WI”. 
If you need any  help  see Marilyn or Jane.
· 3rd March  WK Creative Machine Embroidery for Beginners @ Hextable.
10.-3,30. £39. Further info on stage and/or from Micaela



                                                                    


    
      
                                                                                         



2023-24 Speakers.
Thank you to Jane for her diligence , efficiency (and patience) in organising this. Check out the draft programme  -copy  on  stage  at this evening`s meeting
URGENT !
Interested in village matters? Feel that you can play a part? 
Due to Micaela`s impending   `arrival` , she and Lesley are unable to continue as our representatives on the Village Hall Committee and we desperately need replacements to attend 4-5 short evening meetings each year. 
Please inform a committee member if you can help. 

And while we are on the subject of committees ……
Why not join our own WI Committee? We are fortunate in having a pro-active and willing committee but there`s always room for a little one (or even a big one) ,  new ideas and different points of view. 
No special talent required ! Just a willingness to help with the organisation of our monthly meetings and events. 
Want to know more? Have a chat with a committee member and/or attend one of our committee meetings. 
(Committee members are voted in at our AGM)
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Happy February Birthdays to
Val (9th), Julie (13th), Beryl  (15th ) and Lesley (17th )
…………………………………………………………………………………………………..
News from our Groups ......
  PA & I LUNCH      Wed 8th Feb  12.00.for 12.30 FVH ( Pam or Marianne)                          
SHORT MAT BOWLS  Fri  3rd Feb  1.30 Village hall .  ( Irene) 
 BOOK GROUP  Mon 13th Feb 7.00 JA ROOM  “Lessons in Chemistry” by Bonnie Garmus  (Micaela). 
SCRABBLE  Information from Lynda – join her Whats App Group 
THEATRE Geoffrey Whitworth in April . Further info from Marj at Feb meeting 

CHANGE of DATE 
OUR AGM  MEETING HAS BEEN RESCHEDULED …as it was due to take place at Coronation Weekend. 
NEW DATE FRIDAY APRIL 28th 7.00 for 7.30 , with Cheese and Wine 
Further information  to follow 
THIS YEAR`S RESOLUTION SHORTLIST
1. Save our water – every drop matters
As global temperatures rise, there is a risk drought will become more frequent in the UK  placing  increasing strains on  water supplies and endangering  our natural world.
The NFWI calls on government and water companies to work together to develop robust plans that would ensure the UK’s long-term water security  and  on WI members to take immediate personal actions to value and conserve water.
2. Women to women – turning over a new leaf in the lives of women tea workers
While in the UK we enjoy our daily cuppa, the mostly women tea workers who produce our   tea struggle to access living wages, decent housing, sanitation or education for their children due to the low prices paid to producers for tea. The NFWI calls on UK tea companies and   retailers to take action to fix the  tea buying system to enable plantation owners to give women tea pluckers a fair deal .
3. Online gambling harm: time for action
Online gambling has substantially increased, resulting in a growing number of people being exposed to the risks of gambling-related harms. 
This resolution calls on decisionmakers to introduce updated legislation and regulation to address these issues, and for increased support to be made available to those   affected by problem gambling, particularly women and children.
4. Clean rivers for people and wildlife
Water quality in our rivers is shameful. 
Legally, designated bathing waters must be regularly monitored for pollution. The NFWI urges its members, the wider public, local authorities and Government to make, support and promote applications for official designated bathing sites   on appropriate stretches of rivers in their area. This will be as instrumental to the clean up of  rivers as it has been for water quality improvement at coastal beaches.
Remember – you can ask a friend to pick up a monthly update for you or  check  out our website  for a copy  . www.farninghamwi.wordpress.com
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